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August Program...a don’t miss!!
EASY AND IMAGINATIVE ALBUM DESIGN
By Marci Sandler

7 L. From quick and easy to creatively complex, Mardl teach you how to de-
sign albums using Photoshop that will not only #gigantly raise your aver-
ages, but also provide a great deal of referraketarg as your clients carry
their “Ultimate Albums” and “Brag Books” along withem to show off to
everyone they know.

This seminar will cover everything you need townacluding how to
W work with the clients to select images for the athmethods of layout, creat-
P ing sports motion album spreads, creative collaged texture blends, and
how to prepare your album to send to your lab.

You will also learn how to create really cool atiiin ProSelect ex-
tremely fast and simply for maximum profit relatiteetime invested.

Marci Sandler started as a Photojournalist and thesrked in Com-
mercial photography before finding her true passibiereating artistic portraits of people. Esselitiaa
“‘one-woman show” she has gained the reputationen¢tcommunity of being “Expensive, but worth it.”

Marci has won numerous awards over the years inotypd number of Best of Show awards and swept
the Portrait Aloum Category taking first, secondlahird place for her creative album designs. Henigr
Portrait aloum was published in the prestigious hd2ollection, and selected as a Top Ten Portraiush by
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PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE
Charlie Coury

Well what a year so far! With Florida School owenw, the Battle of the
Bays conquered, Bay being a digital display gudgvnand all the great programs
so far, we still have five months ahead of us! exgiting Florida Convention now
in Orlando featuring a new program with our ownaBrand Derica kicking it off
actually getting married as one of the classesAdr@ordon as just one of the instructors! This
should be amazing.

Don't forget this month’s meeting is omeek later due to convention. Bring your files
for print of the month and September’s creativertpby’s topic isfood!

If everyone looks out for new photograshe the area, or aspiring photographers, please
invite them to attend our next meeting. We wargrtmv our membership and the best way is for
each one of us to help individually! We can alpheach other in these difficult times to marked an
network together.
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GOLD OR SILVER SMALL CAMEO COVERS LARGE CAMEO COVERS
COLOR OPTIONS EMBOSSING AVAILABLE WITH ACRYLIC

AVAILABLE

FULL ACRYLIC STEEL
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

UIREEDY PHOTOPROCESS

See the Difference
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STOLEN EQUIPMENT REPORT
By Chuck Neubauer

As you know, my cameras, lenses and other gear stelen in mid-July. As | publish this, they've
not been recovered.

Write down a description of each piece of your pmentincluding serial number, take a picture of
it...put the list with photos in a safe place, ldk®pbox https://www.dropbox.com/(Use my name as a
reference.)

Then insure the equipment...talk to your insurgreson or, if a PPA member, check on their
equipment insurance program:
(http://www.ppa.com/benefits/pa_detailsnonmembepstpisuranceBusinessdetailsNIM

Thanks to all who sent their condolences and afféeedoan me equipment. That's what we as pho
tographic artists do.

Now that you've done that, read the rest of thestetter and have a nice day.

Watch for a Newsletter Extra
With highlights of BPPA
members at the convention!
Coming Soon!!

HOW | DID THAT...

Each issue of the newsletter will have an artigl®ne of Bay's degreed members
with an image (hopefully an award winner) and somi@mation on how it was created.
Our next article is by Master Photographer, Scatiéd..see the page .9.







What's Up with the Bling? Part 3
A Newbies Guide to the Professional PhotographesgrBe Programs

~ Carol Walker, FSA, FED.
FPP Delegate Chair
TAPPA Past President

Professional Photography Degrees: the mark of peraece in keeping up and expanding our minds tjirou
continuing education. Here we’ll examine just wihall means and what they can do for you. Paddluof a three

part seriesPPA

“Professional Photographers of America — How Importat ARE They?”

PPA. Runnin’ with the ‘Big Dogs’. Today, the Prodemnal Photographers of America is the world’s éaitg
non-profit association for professional photographeith more than 20,000 members in 54 countREA
awards some of the highest and most respectedegegithin our profession. PPA’s merits and degregmm is
run on a point system, with merits standing as tsdimat members earn for various accomplishmemtartts the
degrees. After 25 merits, the photographer islakgior a degree, depending on the types of mesitsed
(whether they were speaker, print competition/eiiloity, and so on).

A PPA degree is not the completion of a universitgriculum; it is a representation of the oldedd &argest
professional photography organization’s standafaxocellence.

Why “Go for the Gold” in PPA?

Push yourself to continue learning and achievirit&graphy is not a static industry; new technicpres
technologies always appear. The actions you takearo your merits and degrees will help keep yoeasi of the
changes, and prove that knowledge to others.

If customers ask why your prices are high, PPA eeghelp justify and explain your prices. Often, if
customers see an additional achievement in yougoaand (recognition from your profession on topyotir
photography skills and service), they might acteetprices more easily.

PPA offers several degree programs. Here’s how steegk up...

Master of Photography(M. Photog.)

The Master of Photography degree is PPA’s highestimark; it means you have met PPA’s standards of
excellence and service. More importantly, it pr@gadou with another tool for telling the world—aaltithose
potential clients—why they should call you, rattiegan the competitor down the street.

The Masters Degree is awarded through photograjgmpetition, advanced education, and service to the
profession. It requires a total of 25 merits, aimim of which must be 13 competition/exhibition meand 12
additional competition/exhibitioar service merits.

Photographic Craftsman (Cr. Photog.)

Awarded for service as a speaker, author, or metitisrdegree can help position one as an authiority
photography. It stands to reason that ones phagtbgrskills must be something special, since so nveanyt to
learn from them. The Photographic Craftsman degggeires 25 service merits; 13 for lectures on aygxl
programs or for positions as instructor or lect@teapproved PPA affiliate schools and 12 addilispaaking or
service merits, along with a written exam, and amhg education. An additional fee is added toryaonual
dues as a PPA member to uphold the title Cr. Photog

Master Artist (M. Artist)

This degree also recognizes photographic competariitean emphasis on print enhancements, ie.ycéied
prints and artwork performed via traditional artdi@eapplied to a print or negative. It is awardeetigh
photographic competition, advanced education, andce to the profession. It requires a total on2&rits, a
minimum of which must be 13 Specialist competitextibition merits and 12 additional Specialist cetmpon/
exhibitionor service merits.




Master of Electronic Imaging (MEI)
Recognizing photographic competence and emphasg@ugronic images (computer graphics, enhancements
etc.), this degree can help promote those prodigtstes in business. It requires a total of 25ts1ea
minimum of which must be 13 Electronic Imaging catipon/exhibition merits and 12 additional Electio
Imaging competition/exhibitioor service merits, and is awarded through photogcaptrinpetition, advanced
education, and service to the profession.

“How can | use this? - Degree Marketing 101

Be recognized for your accomplishments by photdygegy industry members, and potential clients.
Reaching a certain status point in your industry marease the trust that others put in your ahilit
including clients. Increase this recognition by laxgng how you earn the degree.

Add the degree after your name wherever it is: @ YVWeb site bio, on your company marketing
materials (brochures, postcards, etc.), on youlictdoor, etc.

Link to thepages that describe the degrees and how you esrm(ém www.ppa.com). This will help you
explain to customers why the degrees are important.

Provide a brief explanation of the degree and weitails when you speak to new customers. Thisdco
be when explaining your prices, providing your grckind, or discussing special products and services

Use the degree (and a brief explanation) in speeidlpromotions to broaden your name recognition.

Send a postcard or e-mail announcing the new degngaur existing customers. It provides a nice way
stay in touch and remind them of upcoming portiates, etc.

Send a press release to local publications wherrgaeive your degree...you might receive free
publicity.

“How do | Get On-Board and Start Earning PPA Merits?

Each type of merit is earned differently, as maostspecific to different degrees.

Service Merits - Volunteer, Serve, and Learn:

State Level

Complete courses at PPA approved schools as sfudstntictor assistant, or trustee. (Rock on Feorid
School!)

Serve as print juror, jury chairman, or affiliateairman of a PPA Affiliated Exhibition (judging).

Serve as convention chairman of state, regionéilpmel or international affiliate conventions (FPP,
SEPPA or PPA).

Serve as president of a local, state, regionalpmator international affiliate (TAPPA, FPP, SEPBA
PPA).

PPA Level

Serve as a convention chairman or volunteer worker.
Serve as a juror or jury chairman in the PPA Anrdualging for the International Print Competition.
Serve as a PEC volunteer.
Serve as president, member of the board of directammittee chairman, committee member, or as an



elected or non-elected councilor.

Serve as chairman of a seminar (under 6 hoursogiramming = 1 merit; over 6 hours = 2 merits).

Photograph used for the coverRybfessional Photographer

Publish an article in thRrofessional Photographenagazine or other PPA publication.

Attend PPA conventions, conferences, and seminars$uper Monday, Make More Money in
Photography, and Chicks Who Click).

Speaking Merits - Instruct and Contribute:

Lecture at an affiliate convention or seminar (rits per program).

Give a program at a PPA convention or conferengadbts per program).

Serve as an instructor for a weeklong affiliateostt{5 merits).

Host a Super Monday class as an instructor (2 g)erit

Publish an article in therofessional Photographenagazine or other PPA publications.

Serve as the affiliate newsletter editor or Weberaahd submit publication or Web site to the annual
Affiliate Communications Competition. Earn an adxhigl merit if you win in your category.

Exhibition Merits - COMPETE:
Note: No more than eight Exhibition merits can bened in a calendar year.

Enter the PPA Annual International Judging and easmerit by the Thumbs-Up System for
photographic prints and albums. Entries becomeg&PA's General Collection and are displayedP#’®
annual convention, Imaging USA.

Enter a PPA Approved Regional Affiliated JudgingF8A) and score 80 or higher to earn a Seal of
Approval.

The entry with the Seal of Approval is then accdpts an eligible (automatic) merit when submitted i
the upcoming PPA International Judging.

An additional merit is given if the entry is seledtfor the Traveling Loan Collection.

Specialist Merits - COMPETE:
Note: No more than eight Specialist merits candm®aed in a calendar year.

Enter competitions with retouched prints and arkymerformed via traditional art media applied toreat
or negative.

Enter the PPA Annual International Judging and eamerit by the Thumbs-Up System and/or the
PPA Approved Regional Affiliated Judging (SEPPAYlatore 80 or higher to earn a Seal of Approvahén
Art-tech category.

Earn an additional merit if entry is selected fug Traveling Loan Collection.

Electronic Imaging Merits - COMPETE:

Note: No more than eight Electronic Imaging mec#és be earned in a calendar year.

Enter competitions with digitally manipulated imag&ntries may be submitted in the form of DVDs or
prints conforming to the Photographic Exhibitionn@uittee rules. The electronically created, maniy@aaor
enhanced images may be in these categdtlestronic Imaging, Print (any subject that candadmitted as a
print) Electronic Imaging, Video (DVDs may include comriarindustrial, social event, or other
productions)



Enter the PPA Annual International Judging and eaemerit by the Thumbs-Up System
and/or the PPA Approved Regional Affiliated Judg(8&gEPPA) and score 80 or higher to earn
a Seal of Approval in the Electronic Imaging catggo

Earn an additional merit if entry is selected fug Traveling Loan Collection.

So what does it all mean? Get credentials; getlwedb Print competition makes you a
better photographer, and getting involved growsr yamily of friends and keeps you
connected. And you’ll meet some really cool pe@dtang the way. Those who have the
degrees have put years of hard work, countlessshaiuheir time and a whole lot of money in
to earn them. And with each one of those degree®sdhe charge to share that knowledge
with others and continue to grow the professioa aéole. There’s a certain amount of respect
that comes with that. One more reason to aspitieettop.

*Parts of this article were reprinted from the ssional Photographers of America *



Scott Hime,
CPP,
M.Photog,
FSA, FDPE
is a life
member of
Bay Profes-
sional Pho-
tographers,
twice past president of Bay. Since
1982, he has served Bay as chair-
man of every committee at least
once and served twelve years on the
board of directors. He earned his
degree in Portraiture from the Ohio
Institute of Photography in 1981,
moved to Florida and opened his
studio in Sarasota the same year.

How | Did That...
By Scott Hime

When my client called and inquired about
doing their portrait in the studio, | asked what
clothing they had in mind to wear. She had not
decided, so | suggested that they wear all bladk an
that it is a favorite “look” of mine. | asked whaw
going to be in the portrait and found that the deup
were going to bring their two dogs.

| like this look so much that | have painted my
studio background wall black. | purchased a black
carpet for the floor. | also built 5 boxes out of
plywood, each a different size to nest inside ahea
other when stored. They range in size from 18
inches to 5 feet. | covered them in the same black
carpet that | use for the floor. | am able to build
many posing configurations with them. | am able to
do portraits from one individual up to groups of
twenty five in my studio utilizing this set up.
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